The Brisbane Golf Club Inc.
Tree Project

PART 1: CONIFERS



CONIFERS

The Brisbane Golf Club Six species are identified Four species are native to
features many splendid which includes representatives eastern Australia, and two are
conifers. from four conifer families: from the Southeastern USA.

Monkey Puzzle Trees (three species) The common name is used
in the description following
with the corresponding Latin
Genus and species names.

Podocarps
Pine Trees

- Cypress Trees

1. Bunya Pine @
(Araucaria bidwillii)

2. Hoop Pine
(Araucaria Cunninghamii)

3. Kauri Pine
(Agathis robusta)

4. Plum or Brown Pine
(Podocarpus elatus)

5. Slash Pine @
(Pinus elliottii)

6. Swamp Cypress @
(Taxodium distichum)
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Monkey Puzzle Trees

Bunya Pine on Hole 20

Hoop Pines between Holes 1and 9

2. Hoop Pine (Araucaria Cunninghamii)

Named after explorer, Allan
Cunningham, this native species
is well represented on the BGC
course due to historical and
more recent plantings. Some of
the oldest Hoop Pines at BGC
are located on the fenceline
behind the 9th green, which
are recognised on aerial photos
from 1936. Older specimens
are also located on the
escarpment below the Tee 11.

1. Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwillii)

The Bunya Pine is a native species
found mainly in Southeast
Queensland. Thereis one
specimen on the course, located
on the leti-hand side of Hole

20, on the crest of the ridge.

An example of it’s spiky leaves

Some younger specimens on the
left-hand side near the 9th green
were planted in the early 1970’s.

Female seed cones turn from
green to brown when mature
and are about 10cm in diameter.

Hoop Pines have been added
to many areas of the course
as part of the BGC Landscape
Masterplan (2012).

This tree is recognised on
aerial photos from 1936. Itis a
stately tree with a symmetrical
outline and a dome shaped
crown. Female trees have
seed cones of 30cm and can
weigh 10kg - golfers beware!

Female trees have seed cones of
30cm and can weigh 10kg

Aerial photo from 1936 courtesy of
gimagery.information.gld.gov.au
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Monkey Puzzle Trees

Line of Kauri Pines on Hole 10

3. Kauri Pine (Agathis robusta)

Beautiful specimens of native Kauri
Pine are located on the right side of
the 10th fairway, where an arcuate

line of about 16 trees was planted in
about 1970. Some trees were removed
to make way for the current 10th tee
when it was relocated in about 2000.
Twelve specimens remain, including
one near the new 10th practice tee.

Elsewhere on the course there
are many good examples of this
attractive evergreen tree, many
planted since 2010 as part of the
BGC Landscape Masterplan.

Green seed cones can be up to 13cm
in diameter. It is interesting to note
that the origins of the Kauri Tree can
be traced to the Jurassic period,
approximately 190 million years ago.

Female and male cones, credit
Steve Fitzgerald wikipedia.org
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Podocarps

4. Plum or Brown Pine (Podocarpus elatus)

This is the only native podocarp
species on the BGC course. The
largest specimenis on the right-side
of the path from Green 13 to Tee 21,
located near the base of the stairs. It
has a blueish plum-like edible fruit.

Mature Plum Pine on the path to Tee 21 Ayoung specimen near the 9th Tee

Pine Trees

5. Slash Pine (Pinus elliottii)

A native of the coastal plainin the
Southeastern USA, slash pines
were introduced to Australia

as a timber tree, known for its
unusually high-strength wood.

A plantation of these trees

was planted about 1930 in the
area between the 10th and 19th
fairways, and several mature
trees can still be seenin this area.

Slash Pines between Holes 10 and 19

An example of flowers and fruit
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Cyprus Trees

Swamp Cypress Trees, near Tee 17

6. Swamp Cypress (Taxodium distichum)

This deciduous conifer is from
wetland areas in the Southeastern
USA, where the Swamp Cypress
is the state tree of Louisiana.

It can be extremely long lived and
one specimen in North Carolina has
been dated over 2500 years old.

Prominent specimens on our course
areon Holes 3, 4 and 17. Some trees
near Moolabin Creek have prominent
aerial roots which are typical of the
species. Male and female cones are
found on the same tree, and cones
are an attractive food for Corellas.

Swamp Cypress near
Tee 17 showing autumn
colour and aerial roots
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