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For 130 years, The Brisbane Golf Club has stood as a sanctuary of sport, camaraderie, and timeless
tradition. Established in 1896, our club has evolved from a visionary dream on the banks of the Brisbane

River at Chelmer to a championship course at Yeerongpilly.

This collection of photo stories serves as a visual celebration of that rich journey. Trace the footsteps of
golfing pioneers, witness the shifting landscapes of our iconic fairways, and revisit the triumphs that have

shaped our enduring legacy.

Every photograph captures a moment of our shared heritage, the grit of competition, the warmth of the
clubhouse, and the lifelong friendships forged on the green.

As we honour the milestones and memories of the past 130 years, we also look ahead with immense pride.

Raise a glass to our remarkable history, celebrate the vibrant community we have built together, and toast

to a bright and prosperous future.

Deb Kember, President

Published by The Brisbane Golf Club in 2026. www.brisbanegolfclub.com.au



Step into The Brisbane Golf Club’s storied past.

Dive deep into the rich history of golf in Queensland,
right here at The Brisbane Golf Club, 130 years
young this year.

Opening in late 1896, Queensland Governor and

President Lord Lamington, seen here hitting off

on the 1st tee at the BGC Chelmer course in 1901.
2026

125 years later President Deb Kember hits the first

ball from the new 1st tee at BGC Yeerongpilly.



The Brisbane Golf Club’s original 9-hole Chelmer Links

course was the birthplace of golf in Brisbane.

The streets of Chelmer are where the city’s first golfers
teed off. Some of the old family homes that made the
course possible are still standing along the route.

Our historic clubhouse, the second one built at

Yeerongpilly in 1910 replacing the first destroyed by fire,

has been standing tall for 116 years.

Proud history, legendary community!
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In 1898, women played the fairways at The Brisbane
Golf Club (Chelmer) for the very first time, making
history for ladies’ golf in Queensland.

These 12 women became the first Associate members

on the condition that they not use the clubhouse!

In 2026, we all enjoy the Yeerongpilly clubhouse
together as Members, along with over 390 women who
are recording many wonderful golfing achievements.



Alex Colledge

Club Championships have been part of The Brisbane
Golf Club’s story for generations, contested by the
men since 1898 and the women since 1901.

Standout men’s champions include Alex Colledge,

(15 titles, 1938-1960), Stan Francis (8 titles ,1927-1936)
Colledge’s achievements are celebrated annually with
the A.H. Colledge Trophy.

Stan Francis

Julia Eden Standout women’s champions include Julia Eden
(11 titles, 1902-1919), Dot Hood (11 titles, 1921-1948).
The Eden Cup is named after our first extraordinary

woman.

Club Championships: where BGC’s tradition meets
challenging competition!

Dot Hood
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Ernie Gill was The Brisbane Golf Club’s first legend
to win the Australian Men’s Amateur Championship.

In the 1906 photo Ernie is at Royal Sydney Golf Club,

club in hand approaching runner-up Clyde Pearce.

In 2026 Billy Dowling became the third BGC member
to win the event at The Western Australian Golf Club

and Wanneroo.

In the 2026 photo, Billy is on the left, chatting with
T2 runner up Kayun Mudadana from NSW.



At The Brisbane Golf Club, hickory players bring history
to life.

Every swing with a wooden shaft, every story behind
arestored club, and every round played in the spirit
of the game’s early days speaks to passion, tradition

and heart.

2025 From first-time players to seasoned competitors,

this remarkable group keeps the soul of golf alive.

Their dedication, camaraderie and love for the game
make every hickory day at BGC truly special and all

are welcome to join them.
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There was a time when a golf bag over the shoulder
was a young boy'’s first doorway into the game.

Walking the fairways in the shadow of great players,

caddies learned not just golf, but patience, pride,

and belonging.
2025
At The Brisbane Golf Club, those quiet

apprenticeships shaped lifelong bonds with the
course and its traditions.

Today, a structured Junior Academy carries that
same dream forward, honouring the past while
guiding a new generation toward the future.



For more than a century, The Brisbane Golf Club’s
men’s pennant story has been built on resilience,

determination and pride.

From finishing runner-up in 1923, through years of
hard-fought lower division campaigns, to an
extraordinary run of four consecutive BDGA Division
1titles from 2022 to 2025, BGC’s journey is one of

perseverance and success.

With a legacy spanning 100 years and still growing,
the club’s pennant tradition continues to inspire
members, players, and supporters alike.
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1929/2020

The Brisbane Golf Club course routing was originally
one 18-hole loop designed by Carnegie Clarke.

Legendary architect Dr Alister MacKenzie visited the
club in 1926 and recommended changing the routing
to 2 nine-hole loops around the clubhouse. This was

implemented from 1953.

MacKenzie also inspired a transformation in bunker
design, replacing simple clay scrapes with sandy,
visually striking hazards that blend beautifully into
the landscape today.

These design foundations are now influenced by
Crafter + Mogford.



In 1929, The Brisbane Golf Club’s 18th green was the
2nd, then the 9th in the 1950s. The visible part of the
clubhouse was the Associates Veranda, originally
sheltered by canvas blinds.

Later, windows and a ceiling were installed before being
requisitioning by the Australian Army during WWIL.

In the 1950s, new glass revealed stunning views and
the area became the Members Lounge with the

Associates relocating to today’s Tennyson Room.

Today’s veranda was added in the 1960°s removing
the multi-directional stairs of 1929.
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Then and now

Where the Old Course Lingers

Much has changed and much endures across a
130 years of golf at The Brisbane Golf Club.

The 1929 photo captures the former East putting
green alongside an original 1st hole tee box, and
aerial views show that the tee pictured in 1929
once served as the Ladies’ tee.

In 2026 the tees are rated for all members to
enjoy four unique courses in one, with handicap

adjustments to match the longer or shorter length.




St Andrews Guest House was once the social heart
of The Brisbane Golf Club.

More than a place to stay, it hosted players, officials,
and visitors during championship weeks, where stories,

strategy, and friendships flourished off the course.

From the Yeerongpilly era to a postwar revival,

1999 St Andrews helped shape the culture and community

of Queensland golf.

A quiet landmark, but an important one in Australia’s
sporting story up until the 1990’s.
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The Making of the 21st Hole

What we know today as The Brisbane Golf Club’s
21st hole began life as the 13th back when the
course was first built in 1904.

Over time, it was rebuilt, reshaped and lengthened
to keep pace with changing equipment, stronger
players and championship golf.

The green became more refined, the bunkering
smarter, and even the bridge was upgraded for

better access and resilience.

Thenin the late 1990s, with the West course closed,
the old 13th found new life as the 21st.



The photos from today’s 19th tee show how much

The Brisbane Golf Club has changed in 122 years at
Yeerongpilly. When BGC purchased the site in 1904,

it had been mostly used for grazing. There were still a
few cows around in the 1930s! Trees were only growing
along Moolabin and Rocky Waterholes Creeks.

Since 1904 over 7,000 trees have been planted, making
the course a home for over 100 species of birds. The
trees species are being mapped and logged in BGC
Vegetation Register - 77 species so far, and counting!
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In 1923, The Brisbane Golf Club Committee
secured land for a practice range.

The house, known as ‘The Lawns’ was near today’s
teaching Pavilion. Sir Edward Macartney (President
1910’s, 20’s & 30’s) sold to the house to Geoff
Brown’s family in 1942 (Captain 1973-1975).

Commercial-industrial buildings replaced The Lawns
in the 1980’s.

BGC'’s practice facilities had a major upgrade in 2024
and at an opening celebration club luminaries sent
the first drives down the 300-metre practice range.



2026 marks a century of participation in women’s
pennant competitions. In 1926 The Brisbane Golf Club
swept all three divisions, launching an outstanding

premiership legacy that continues today.

Notable eras of dominance include consecutive

2026 A Grade pennant premierships spanning seven seasons
between 1931 and 1939; four in both 1950s and 1960s.

Fast forward to 2024, the top team won a fourth
consecutive premiership. In 2025, the second team

won a third consecutive premiership.

In 2026 the top team won the pennant again!
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In the 1920s, legendary Brisbane Golf Club golf
professional from 1921-1970, Mick Stafford worked
with two assistants - V. Heath and Horrie Sloan (later
a long-serving professional at Mackay Golf Club).

With membership around 500, golf operations looked
very different then.

In 2026: the BGC teaching team supports and grows
the game for over 1,700 members.

Led by award-winning Director of Golf Joe Janison,
they deliver coaching, equipment, club fittings,
events, and unforgettable golf tours.

Thank you for all you do for us.



Thomas Brown (Tommy) Hunter (left top photo) played
a defining role in shaping The Brisbane Golf Club.

Joining in 1908, he served as Honorary Secretary
from 1910 to 1938, guiding the club through decades
of growth to a few hundred members.

Hunter’s dedication helped build the strong foundations
enjoyed today.

That spirit continues with our modern Management
Team, led by CEO Geoff Kuehner.

Their care and commitment create the welcoming

community our members and guests enjoy every day.
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The Brisbane Golf Club served as a vital centre for
the Australian Army and visiting US troops from
1942-1945.

As Camp Tennyson, part of the Clubhouse was
used by officers, and administration huts lined the
entrance to the camp.

Today the motorised cart sheds line what was the
access road into the camp from Tennyson Avenue.

The camp was a staging camp for Australian and
American soldiers heading north into conflict or

resting before heading home.

Troops arrived at Clapham Station (Moorooka)
from interstate and marched to the club grounds.



Between 1941 to 1945 at The Brisbane Golf Club,
Camp Tennyson buzzed with life!

On the current 12th fairway there was a parade ground,
with quartermaster stores, recreation facilities and a
stockade. Australian and American soldiers drilled here,

with rows of wooden huts lining the fairway.
2024 o Y

Troops trained on the course and played some golf
with clubs donated by club members. Some even

pitched in to help maintain the course.

In 2026 the area is perfect for sending a drive straight
down the 12th!
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The Brisbane Golf Club’s access road, stands as a

memorial honouring those who passed in conflict.

While none of the original 100 yellow laburnum trees
planted on 11 September 1949 remain, the avenue
was replanted and officially rededicated in 2007.

A dedication sign stands on the avenue along the

BGC fence line near The Range.

The original timber signs that once marked the
avenue now reside in the RSL Memorial Park on
Myla Terrace, Tennyson.



Many of the Brisbane Golf Club members give their
time, energy and expertise to the Club across a wide

range of tasks.

In the 1974 photo, members helped to bring the
Club back to life after the flood.

In 2026, our Volleys continue that spirit by helping

tame the course surrounds.

Volunteers’ generosity strengthens our community,
builds lasting connections and brings our Club spirit
to life every day.

To every volunteer, thank you for the difference

you make.
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The Brisbane Golf Club has always celebrated
milestones in memorable style. From the grand
openings at Chelmer in 1896 and Yeerongpilly in
1904, to the vibrant centenary celebrations of 1996,
and the follow up 120 and 125 festivities, each era
added to the Club’s rich story.

Now, in 2026, the Club celebrates 130 years with
the re-opening of the Yeerongpilly course with its
resurfaced greens, the launch of the Foundation
Green, a special dinner and several reciprocal
events with our valued network of clubs.

Honouring the past, celebrating the present,

and looking proudly to the future.
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