Year/s

1897

1898

1898

1897-1899

1899

1900

1901

1902

1903-1904

1912

1915-1918

1915

1902-1919

19211948

1922

1922

1925

1926, 1927

1926-1947
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Milestone

Women admitted as lady
members
Women begin playing
competition golf at Chelmer

First meeting of Lady Members

Women’s participation takes
shape

“Associates” category
established

State championships hosted

First Women’s Club
Championship
First Associates’ Captain
elected

Club relocates to Yeerongpilly

First President’s Cup Honour
Board Event
First Associate serves in
wartime

Weekend access expanded

Julia Eden sets championship
record
Dot Hood equals
championship record

Queensland Ladies Golf Union
founded at BGC

Dot Hood becomes
Queensland’s first delegate to
the Australian Ladies’ Golf
Union
First Associate awarded Life
Membership
Senior, A & B pennant team
premierships

Pennant Premierships

The Brisbane Golf Club

Women in golf chronology

The timeline below summarises major milestones in women’s participation, competition, governance and
representative success at the Club.

Significance / notes

Establishes formal participation for women at Chelmer, though
with weekday-only play and no clubhouse access.

Marks an early start to organised women’s golf at the Club and
lays the foundations for formal championships and governance.

Marks an early step toward organised women’s committee and
regular competitions.

Shows that women were present from the Club’s earliest years,
initially under period-typical restrictions on access and facilities.
Signals a distinct women’s category and rapid growth—reported
as around half the male membership—alongside restrictions
typical of the era.

Demonstrates an early commitment to competitive golf for
women alongside major state events and records a Club
member winning the inaugural women’s amateur honour.
Establishes the Club’s flagship women'’s title and begins a
continuing honour-board tradition.

Marks formal leadership structures within the women’s program
during the Associate era.

Shows that women’s competitions and traditions continued
through a foundational change in venue.

Donated by former President Hon Edward Macartney for the
foursomes match play event. Later became the Macartney Cup.
Recognises Grace Wilson with the Red Cross Medal in 1919 and
the Florence Nightingale Medal in 1929.

Represents a small but hard-won concession beyond weekday
play and foreshadows later reforms toward equal access and
opportunity.

Sets an early competitive benchmark of 11 titles with 5 back to
back championships.

Extends another dominant era that underscores depth and
continuity in women’s competition.

Marks a state-level governance milestone convened at the Club
and links BGC women to the broader development of the
women’s game in Queensland.

Demonstrated Queensland women’s emergence onto the
national golf stage.

Recognises a notable “first” in service and leadership and
records Marion Gilchrist as a foundation secretary of the QLGU.
Brisbane Golf Club women won all three grades (Senior, A, B) in
the first Q.L.G.U. pennant season.

Won the top division every year for 21 years; Won further ten
Grade 2, five Grade 3 and two Weekend wins up to 1967



1930

1930
1931
1931

1930s

1938

1938

1939

1930s

1940s
1947
1946

1948-1968

1950
1950’s

1953

1954

1954

1954

1954

1956

1951-1954 &
1956
1954

1966
1964-1967

1969
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Associates Committee resigns

First Trude Cup

First Associates’ Open Cup
Junior associate category
established

A Grade pennant success

Firstinterstate women’s
representative team includes
four club Associates
Janet Gardiner selected for
Australia
Senior, A & B pennant
premierships

Short course opens

Saturday play

First Kerry Cup event
Silver team Pennant
premiership

First Australian team
representative

First Nat Green Trophy

A Grade Pennant success

Club hosts South African
women amateurs and
American professional women
golfers
Australian Ladies’
Championships hosted at
Yeerongpilly
First Club Fourball Honour
Board event

The first Eden Cup

Judith Percy wins Australian
Ladies’ Championship
First Weekend Fourball honour
board event
Associates outnumber
members

First Ladies President elected

Australian Amateur
Championship hosted

Grade 1 pennant success

Growing the Associates
Committee

The Brisbane Golf Club

Followed the transfer of election of Associate Members to the
General Committee of the club

Played as 18 holes stroke with 8 qualifiers, becoming the Annual
Club Trophy then the Violet Midson Memorial Trophy

Played as a net stroke event, becoming the Tanner Cup in 1966.
Reflected increasing female participation across generations
and formal development of junior women golfers.

Records seven premierships between 1931 and 19389.

Brisbane Golf Club became the core supplier of elite
Queensland women golfers.

First Queensland woman selected for Tasman Cup matches
against New Zealand.

Records BGC winning all three divisions in the last year before
pennants suspended until 1946.

Allows Associates to play the new short course on Saturdays in
monthly competitions.

Associates permitted to play on Saturdays in designated time
slots

Played as a net stroke qualifying round followed by matchplay.

Recorded as the first-year pennants resumed.

Joan Fletcher became one of Australia’s most accomplished
amateur golfers, representing Queensland, Australia, and
Commonwealth teams

Played as a foursomes competition

Records four premierships between 1951 and 1959.

Demonstrated Brisbane Golf Club’s growing international
profile in women’s golf.

First time the club hosted the national women’s championship,
cementing its standing in Australian golf.

Played as a knockout match play event, becoming the Nellie
Hatton MBE Fourball in 1985

Awarded to the woman recording the best gross score of the
year.

First Queenslander to win the national title, a landmark moment
for Queensland golf.

Played as a fourball qualifying and match play event, becoming
the Johnson Staines Fourball in 2015.

Ordinary membership 210 - Associates

Creates a social leadership role for women, with Mrs S.
McDonald serving as the first Ladies President.

Reinforced the club’s status as a national championship venue.

Records four premierships.

Increased Associate Committee and weekend representative
included.



1970

1970

1974-1979

1982
1980s

1984

1988

1986

1987
1993

1996

1996

1998

1998

1998

1999-2002
2003-2008

2004 -2005

2006

2011

2014-2022

2017

2017

2019
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The first Brisbane Cup honour
board event
Women granted limited
access to Members’ lounge on
Sundays

Expansion of weekend
women’s playing rights

National honour awarded
Business Associates category
introduced
Division 2 Senior Pennant
victory
Division 3 Senior Pennant
victory
Women’s Foursomes Honour
Board event first played

Club incorporates

Hosted amateur tournament
Division 2 Pennant
Premiership
Australian Amateur
Championship returns to
Yeerongpilly
First-tee Saturday
Businesswomen’s trial

Committee invitation extended

Hosted amateur tournament

Carmen Savy appointed as
teaching professional

Lynne Conroy’s 10 times
champion

Jane Bell becomes first female
Golf Operations Manager
Committee merger proposed
Membership categories
restructured

Catherine Hammond first
woman elected to Club
Committee

PGA traineeship begins

Membership tally

Timesheets and tees opened

The Brisbane Golf Club

Played as an 18-hole gross event.

A significant but still restricted step toward gender integration in
clubhouse facilities.

Women gradually gained full Saturday-morning access to the
long course, reflecting broader social change and movement
toward equality.

Recognises Nellie Hatton with an MBE for services to golf.
Enables Associates to play 18 holes on Saturdays from the 10th
tee.

Signalled continuing competitiveness in pennant golf during
changing competitive eras.

Demonstrated sustained club participation and
competitiveness into the late twentieth century.

Marks the first time the 36-hole foursomes event was played.

Allows women to join as members, though none take up the
opportunity until 2012.
Hosted the Tasman Cup

Division 2 wins the BDLGA premiership

Highlight event of the centenary year and the first Australian
Amateur hosted there since 1966.

Ends after two weeks following complaints from male
members.

Invites Associate committee members to attend Course and
House sub-committees when relevant items are scheduled,
without voting rights.

Hosted the Gladys Hay Memorial Cup Interstate Matches

Establishes the Club’s first woman teaching professional and
introduces women’s golf clinics.

Defines a modern record-setting championship era.

Marks the first woman employed in the Club’s Golf Operations
Manager role and highlights her work in competitions,
handicapping, golf shop operations and coaching.

Proposed merging committees and working toward parity in
membership fees and playing rights, but Associates decline.
Transitioned Associates to 6-day or Full membership following
Saturday timesheet pressures and a reduction in designated
spots for women.

Marks a governance milestone as the first woman elected to the
Club Committee as a General Member.

Begins a pathway that later makes Asha Flynn the fifth female
trainee professional in the Club’s history.

Records 326 women members, representing 22% of Club
membership. Full 74, 6 Day 161, Juniors 69 and LLG 20.
Removes restrictions on playing days, with tees opened to all
with handicaps adjusted except in Monthly Medals and Honour
Board events.



2019

2019

2020-2023

2021-2024

2021-2024

2022

2022

2022

2023

2023-2025

2023

2023

2023

2024

2024
2023-2024

2023-2025

2023

2024

2024

2025

2026

2026

2026
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Kylie Close becomes PGA
Certified Professional
Asha Flynn becomes PGA
Certified Professional
Deb Kember elected as first
female Club Vice President

Gold Team Pennant success

Janet Nathanson first
Women’s Captain

Membership tally

Ladies Committee to Member
Engagement group

Hannah Reeves becomes first
elite amateur squad selection
Asha Flynn becomes program
manager
Silver Pennant Team
premierships

BGC signs the R&A Women in
Golf Charter (Queensland first)

R&A Women in Golf Charter
Award
Deb Kember elected Club
President
Major coaching awards
received

National recognition received

Women'’s Board
representation grows

Silver Pennant success

Club Championships
accessible for all women
Golf Pennant team
premiership
Major coaching awards
received

Group to subcommittee

Tee colours modernised

Membership tally

Gold Pennant success

The Brisbane Golf Club

First female trainee to achieves PGA qualification

Completes the traineeship begun at the Club and progresses as
a PGA Certified Professional.

Signals the shift from leadership within the women’s program to
whole-of-Club governance roles.

Records four premierships.

Establishes the first Women’s Captain to serve on the Club
Committee as an office bearer and co-captain.

Records 356 women members, representing 23% of Club
membership.

Shifts leadership of women’s golf from the Ladies President to
the Women’s Captain and marks Sue Lewandowski as the last
Ladies President.

Establishes first elite amateur woman golfer at BGC selected for
Golf Australia’s High-Performance Squad.

Begins the Women’s and Junior Development Manager role

Records three premierships

Commits the Club publicly to inclusion and opportunity and
aligns it with international frameworks supporting women and
girls in golf.

BGC named March Visionary of the March

Marks a governance milestone with the first female President of
the Club.

Recognises Asha Flynn as the 2024 PGA QLD Coach of the Year
(Game Development) and a winner of the national award.
Recognises Deb Kember as ‘The Most Influential Woman in
Australian Golf’ by Golf Australia.

Represents a significant increase in women’s leadership
representation at governance level.

Records three premierships.

Multi-day qualifying rounds introduced for the Women’s Club
Championships

Confirms continued pennant strength across divisions in
published district results.

Recognises Asha Flynn as the 2024 PGA QLD Coach of the Year
(Game Development) and a finalist for the national award.
Member Engagement Group becomes the Women & Girls
Subcommittee.

Tee marker colours become club colours open to all players
once handicap adjusted

Records 401 women members, representing 23.8% of Club
membership.

Breaks the total into 77 Full, 182 6-day, 59 Juniors and 17
WGIG.

Top teams wins season pennant, 5 out of last 6 years



