
Prohibited Conduct  
in Golf 

Prohibited Conduct can extend to include 
unacceptable behaviour, actions or conduct toward 
another adult in golf, however this is governed by the 
GA Member Protection Policy. 

Prohibited Conduct is also considered a breach of 
the GA Code of Conduct and the Child Safeguarding 
Expected Behaviours.

This resource provides definitions and examples of Prohibited Conduct as addressed in Section 4: Prohibited 
Conduct in the GA Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy.

PROHIBITED CONDUCT is the term 
used to describe the unacceptable 
behaviour, actions or conduct of 
a person in golf towards a child or 
young person under the age of 18. It 
is a term used universally across all 
sports in Australia. 

Being convicted of a state or territory criminal offence 
relating to child abuse. 

Engaging in conduct with a child that is harmful.

E.g. Child Abuse: physical, emotional, psychological 
and sexual abuse, as well as neglect, exposure to 
family violence, and grooming, bullying, discrimination, 
harassment, victimisation and vilification, harmful 
training methods, physical punishment, overtraining, 
excessive emphasis on weight and appearance,  
threat and humiliation, inappropriate use of photos 
and inappropriate physical touch. 

See Page 2 for more information.  

Asking a child to keep any communication secret.

See Safeguarding in Golf: Safe Practices: Professional 
Boundaries

Supplying alcohol or drugs (including tobacco)  
to a child.

See Safeguarding in Golf: Safe Practices: Professional 
Boundaries

Supplying medicines.

The exception to this is if permitted by law or with the 
consent of the parent, guardian or carer of the child; 
and with a valid prescription and dosage for that child 
(e.g. medical teams, consent to provide first aid or 
asthma medication or EpiPen in an emergency).

Failing to comply with any of the child safe practices.

See Safeguarding in Golf: Safe Practices Resources

Prohibited Conduct for a 
Relevant Person includes:

A child: 

Any child or young person under the age of 18 years.

A relevant person: 

Someone involved in golf – a member, program 
participant, coach, instructor, club personnel, 
official or any other person bound by Golf 
Australia’s policies. 

A relevant organisation:

Golf Australia, the governing state or territory 
organisation or any association, club or program 
bound by Golf Australia’s policies. 

Prohibited Conduct 
involves:
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•	 Engaging a person who does not have the relevant 
working with children clearances. 

•	 Not checking those clearances regularly.

•	 Not undertaking other screening measures when 
appointing someone into a position that works with 
children. See Safeguarding in Golf for Clubs: Safe 
Recruitment Resource.

•	 Requires someone to transport a child or 
accompany them on an overnight trip without 
collecting approval. See Safeguarding in Golf for 
Clubs: Safe Practices Supervision and underline.

•	 Does not report a breach of any other prohibited 
conduct. See Safeguarding in Golf for Clubs: 
Responding & Reporting Prohibited Conduct.

Prohibited Conduct for a 
Relevant Organisation  
(your club) includes:

•	 During golf – training, games, club events

•	 Traveling to sport – camps, interstate 
tournaments, in the car or bus

•	 Between two or more people involved in sport – 
coaches, members, managers, officials , parents

•	 From the sidelines

•	 Additionally, a child or young person may 
experience abuse elsewhere, but disclose  
it to someone they trust who is connected to 
the club.

•	 The more we understand what abuse looks 
like, the easier it is to prevent, recognise and 
respond.

Prohibited Conduct  
can occur:

Child Abuse is:
(a)	� Physical Abuse is when a person subjects a 

child or young person to application of physical 
force, which may cause injury intentionally or 
inadvertently as a result of physical punishment 
or the aggressive treatment of a child or young 
person. Physically abusive behaviour includes, 
but is not limited to:

		 i. �shoving, hitting, slapping, shaking, throwing, 
punching, biting, burning, kicking; and 

		 ii. �harmful training methods or overtraining where 
there is the potential to result in damage to a 
child or young person’s physical development.

(b) 	� Emotional Abuse occurs when a child or young 
person does not receive the love, affection, 
or attention they need for healthy emotional, 
psychological, and social development or are 
exposed to violence/abuse against other child or 
young person or adults. Such abuse may involve: 

i.	� repeated rejection or threats to a child or young 
person (either in-person or online); 

ii.	� constant criticism, teasing, ignoring, threatening, 
yelling, scapegoating, ridicule, intentional 
exclusion, continual coldness, and rejection 
(either in-person or online); 

iii.	� Bullying and Harassment (either in-person or 
online);

iv.	� threats to physically harm or hurt a child or 
young person  (either in-person or online); and 

v.	� harmful training methods or overtraining where 
there is the potential to result in damage to a 
child or young person’s physical, intellectual, or 
emotional wellbeing and development. 

(c) 	� Sexual Abuse occurs when an Adult, or a person 
in authority (i.e., older, or younger but more 
physically or intellectually developed) involves a 
child or young person  in any sexual activity. 

		� Perpetrators of sexual abuse take advantage 
of their power, authority, or position over the 
child or young person for their own benefit. It 
can include making sexual comments to a child 
or young person , kissing, touching a child or 
young person s genitals or breasts, oral sex, or 
intercourse with a child or young person.   

(d) 	� Neglect is the persistent failure or deliberate 
failure or denial to meet a child or young 
person ‘s basic needs. Neglect includes the 
failure to provide adequate food, clothing, 
shelter, adequate supervision, clean water, 
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�Bullying means a person or group of people 
repeatedly and intentionally using words or actions, 
or the inappropriate use of power, against someone 
or a group of people to cause distress and risk to 
their wellbeing, whether in-person or online.

Discrimination includes both direct and indirect 
discrimination (either on person or online) which 
have the following meaning:

Direct discrimination occurs where, because a 
person has a Protected Characteristic, they are 
treated less favourably than a person without that 
characteristic would be treated in the same or 
similar circumstances. 

Indirect discrimination occurs where a practice, 
rule, requirement or condition that applies to 
everyone disadvantages people with a Protected 
Characteristic and the practice, rule, requirement or 
condition is not reasonable in the circumstances. 

Harassment means any type of behaviour towards 
a CYP that they do not want and that is offensive, 
abusive, belittling or threatening and is reasonably 
likely to cause harm to the CYP who is the subject of 
the harassment, whether in-person or online. 

Victimisation means subjecting a person, or 
threatening to subject a person, either in-person or 
online, to any unfair treatment because the person 
has made, or intends to pursue their right to make, 
a complaint, report or lawful disclosure, including 
under applicable legislation or this Policy, or for 
supporting another person to take such action.

Vilification means a public act, conduct or 
behaviour, either in-person or online, that incites 
hatred, serious contempt for, or revulsion or severe 
ridicule of, a person or group of people because of 
a Protected Characteristic they hold, as covered by 
applicable legislation. 

Harmful Behaviour Towards a child or young person 
means any behaviour involving a child or young 
person that is objectively age inappropriate and/or 
places the child or young person at risk of harm. This 
includes but is not limited to: 

(a)	 Child Abuse;

(b)	� harmful training methods including physical 
punishment or overtraining which may cause 
harm to a child or young person;  

(c)	� excessive or unnecessary emphasis on 
appearance, weight requirements or muscularity 
(either in-person or online) that may include 
practices such as: 

i.	� encouraging or enforcing excessive dieting or 
restrictive eating;

ii.	� excessive weigh-ins or focus on weight goals, 
body composition testing that is a sport 
requirement that carries punishment for the 
outcome (for example repeated bouts of 
exercises as punishment for weight gain); or

Harmful Behaviour is: 

Child Abuse is: (Cont.)
medical attention, or supervision to the extent 
that the child or young person s health and 
development is or is likely to be harmed. Types 
of Neglect include physical, medical, emotional, 
educational neglect and abandonment. 

(e)	� Exposure to Family and Domestic Violence 
refers to abusive behaviour in any personal 
relationship that allows one person to 
intimidate, or to gain power and control over 

Definitions from the GA Safeguarding Children  
& Young People Policy.

the other. This is often thought of to occur 
between married spouses or in other intimate 
relationships, but actually refers to any family 
relationship, or persons living in the same home.
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Harmful Behaviour is: (Cont.) 

iii.	� unsafe practices that could put health at 
risk in order to reach weight or appearance 
requirements without adequate medical 
support (for example dehydration or restrictive 
eating).

(d)	� forcing a child or young person to train or 
compete when ill or injured; 

(e)	� threatening or humiliating a child or young 
person (either in-person or online); 

(f)	� using disciplinary action involving physical 
punishment or any form of treatment that could 
reasonably be considered as degrading, cruel, 
frightening or humiliating; 

(g)	� making sexual comments to a child or young 
person or engaging in open discussions of a 
sexual or adult nature with (either on person 
or online), or in the presence a child or young 
person;  

(h)	� taking inappropriate photos or footage of a 
child or young person; or 

(i)	� inappropriate and/or intimate physical 
contact with a child or young person which 
is sexual in nature or causes them to feel 
uncomfortable, or feel pain or distress.

Definitions from the GA Safeguarding Children  
& Young People Policy.
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